Liver transplantation for hepatocellular carcinoma: is expansion of criteria justified?
Hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) is a major health problem worldwide, involving more than a half million new cases yearly, with an age-adjusted incidence of 5.5 to 14.9 per 10(5) population. In some areas of Asia and the Middle East, HCC ranks as the first cause of death due to cancer. The incidence of HCC is increasing in Europe and the United States, and it is currently the leading cause of death among cirrhotic patients. It is estimated that by the year 2010, the number of patients with HCC awaiting liver transplant in the United States will outnumber the supply of cadaver organs.